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reluctance will not materially interfere with attainment of swa-
raj this year, if the general public is responsive enough. It is time
for them to assert themselves individually as well as collectively.
We must begin our battle with a disciplined and complete hartal,
when that gentleman enters Ahmedabad if he does. And to that
end, seeing that there is ample time, the Provincial Congress Com-
mittee should secure permission from the Working Committee
for declaring a hartal all over Gujarat in the event of Mr. Painter
being sent to Gujarat in any official capacity. If a hartal becomes
necessary, I need hardly say that it must be completely volun-
tary. The labourers should participate after due notice and per-
mission.

HYPOCRISY UNMASKED

Hitherto official letters have been noted for their reserve and
unornamental style. If offence has been intended, it has been
covered under severely restrained language. But officials have
now begun to throw off the mask, and like ordinary mortals they
have taken to expressing their pleasure or anger in so many words,
instead of allowing their acts only to speak for themselves. I
have noticed this in the official correspondence in Assam. But the
most refreshing illustration comes from Gujarat. The editor of
the Prajabandhu wrote to the Deputy Commissioner of Salt and
Excise, drawing his attention to grave irregularities committed by
his subordinates in dealing with picketing. The editor's letter con-
tains nothing offensive. He adopted simple dignified language.
He did not argue. He only put a question. But the Deputy Com-
missioner was prejudiced against picketing, and he thus gave vent
to his pent-up feelings:

Since you send me an extract from your paper, and press for a reply,
I give you one. Your so-called picketing campaign, undertaken with the
avowed object of injuring the lawful Government, cannot be called a
genuine social measure undertaken for the good of the people. It is like the
washing of an elephant. Owing to the violence of the persons engaged
in your campaign, I understand, that the Excise staff in Ahmedabad are
far too busy in preserving order and avoiding a breach of the peace,
while carrying on their ordinary duties, to be able to spare time in investi-
gating your complaint of some technical infringement of the licence condi-
tions. I presume, that you are only making the complaint (believed to
be an unfounded one) with the object of further harassing the Government
officers, and I shall certainly not lend my authority for any such purpose.
If, however, you have any other motives, you can renew the complaint
after restraining the objectionable conduct of your adherents.
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